FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
The facts were that by this time the Pro visional Government
was completely discredited, that it was a weak bulwark against
counter-revolution, and that the one party in Russia which was
well led, knew its own mind, and had a clear programme, was the
Bolshevik Party.
To quote White Paper, Cmd. 1240: "Amidst the divided coun-
sels and mutual recriminations of those whose united action was
essential to the stemming of the advancing tide the Provisional
Government became a melancholy spectre of governmental im-
potence. Alone among this babel of dissentient voices the cries
of the Bolsheviks: T>own with the war*; 'Peace and the land*;
and 'The victory of the exploited over the exploiters,' sounded a
clear and certain note which went straight to the heart of the people."
Reluctant admission is the highest praise. Sir George Buchanan,
who, as we have already seen, had no love for Lenin and his
followers, in a despatch to the Foreign Office early in October
1917, declared: "The Bolsheviks, who form a compact minority,
have alone a definite political programme."1
With such a programme in hand the Bolsheviks laid their
plans for the organization of a rising against the Provisional
Government. They carried on an active agitation among the
masses of the people for the Bolshevik programme, under the
general slogan of "Bread, Peace, and the Land." At the same
time they attacked vigorously the policy of the Kerenskys,
Tseretelis, and Chernovs. The members of the Provisional Gov-
ernment treated or pretended to treat the onslaughts of the
Bolsheviks upon their regime with contempt and proclaimed that
they were ready to meet the Bolshevik attacks should they at
any time become serious. The Bolsheviks, however, knew they
had the vast majority of the workers and soldiers behind them
and went on with their preparations. The Provisional Govern-
ment proved powerless. Litvinov relates: "When the night of
November 6th-yth, fixed for the commencement of the operations,
came, the whole edifice reared up by the coalition-mongers and
1 My Mission to Russia, vol. ii.
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